wits 


fev 


es 
ent? ey x 
‘ pels! (Ak: ( ) S 2) 
te in 
des pv S 19" sO 


a 
4 : 
4 
‘ 
4 


education in france - No. 3, May, 1958 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


pages 
Editorial by Monsieur Edouard Morot-Sir, Cultural Counselor, 
Representative in the United States of French Universities 
News 3 
The "Institut Pédagogique National". 6 
Educational Television in France. .......22essseecsee 27 
News from French Academic Life ........24+e62e-+e-ee-8 35 
Franco-American Cultural Exchanges ee 49 
Correspondence - The French University Degrees. --+-.+.-.-- 53 on | 
Recent Books | 
Nd 
Two outstanding issues See 60 
Mew books om e@ucation ... 62 


‘ 
& 
| 
| 
ect lt 
pu 
4 
| 
| A 
| 
j 
‘ 


bug. 
3 
4 
; 
! 
i 
‘ 
} 
« 


EDITORIAL BY MONSIEUR EDOUARD MOROT-SIR 


Cultural Counselor 
Representative in the United States of French Universities 


A schoolteacher I once knew used to say that there 
were really only two things to be taught: orthography and arith- 
metic. Spelling and reckoning, reckoning and spelling were, ac- 
cording to him, the cornerstones of all education, No doubt he 
exaggerated somewhat. Since the beginning of this century many 
other subjects have been added to the curriculum in elementary 
and secondary education in France: civics and object lessons in 
science, for example, for the younger children; history, physics 
and natural science for the older ones. However, if we give the 
matter due thought, we begin to wonder whether there was not, 
after all, something valuable in what that schoolmaster said, 
For we have reached a stage where sometimes we are unable to see 
the forest for the trees. Such is the accumulation of subjects 


that we are hard put to it to discern the basic principles of a 
sound modern education, 


Such an education has two aims: the social and the 
cultural. It must produce citizens who can play a useful part 
in society, and it must train minds that can absorb a tradition- 
al culture and a classical stage of sciences, 


If we now look at the second of these aims, we are 
immediately faced with the problem of how these minds are to be 
trained, of what must serve as the basis which will enable the 
intelligence to develop along its own individual lines. And 
this brings us back to the schoolteacher's curriculum, 


His theory has its roots in popular wisdom, in the 
old belief that the man who knows is the man who can read and 
write, who can understand and shape those mysterious characters 
full of meaning - who can, too, reckon, add, subtract and multi- 
ply. Whether we think of the simplest forms of such knowledge, 
spelling and reckoning, or of their more advanced forms such as 
literature and infinitesimal calculus, theyare the basis of all 
human intercourse, be it the exchange of ideas and feelings or 
the exchange of wealth. Jt 1s the ability towrite and to count 
that makes a mana social being, 


And if we look more closely still we see that this 
unchanging basic education is not really dual in form, but a 
unity which reveals the primary task of all teaching: the ini- 
tiation of the pupil to language, 


Man uses two languages: one is the natural language 
Which has developed and has been constantly refashioned through 
the ages, and which at the present stage of our civilization is 
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the means whereby men communicate with each other, the medium 

through which not only everyday life but man's highest ideals 

are expressed; the other is the artificial, formal language, the 
Strictly logical chain of reasoning called calculation, which 

is the medium required for science and technology. And the 

cultured man is the man who has mastered both languages, whose 

mind is equipped with two equally necessary, two parallel instru- 
ments: literature and mathematics. 


One of the main tasks of modern educationists should 
be to study and analyze more closely the nature and function of 
these two methods of forming and using signs. Present day logi- 
cians call the first type of language "material" and the second 
"formal". They are particularly interested in discovering the 
laws of formal language and in ridding that language of all ex- 
traneous remnants of the material language that are still present 
in it. Such is the aim of the mathematical formalisms of today, 
and in pursuing this aim, the logicians look to an ideal and 
simplified form of culture in which everything is reduced to 
logical and mathematical terms. This may be essential to the 
progress of science, but it ignores the functions of natural.or 
material language, which, for a long time yet, will be used by 
men to express their moral and religious beliefs, to frame con- 
stitutions and draft treaties between nations and political and 
economic laws, For behind this theory of the logicians there 
lies the idea that progress in knowledge is achieved by passing 
from the natural to the artificial language, from which it fol- 
lows that the teaching of languages belongs to a lower level of 
culture and intellectual life. 


We cannot here engage in a detailed and technical dis- 
cussion of the question. What we want to say is this: there is 
a great deal of discussion today, both in France and in the 
United States, about the relationship between the sciences and 
the humanities and their respective merits, and there is a 
strong and justifiable awareness of the principles at stake. 
Often the arguments are confused and lead nowhere. I think that 
a linguistic approach would help at any rate to show more clear- 
ly the nature and scope of the problem. We must avoid any crude 
attempts to set mathematics above language, Rather must we 
place side by side and compare the two worlds of signs, both of 
which are of vital import to man. We shall then doubtless real- 
ize that errors of syntax and of style may be just as fraught 
with danger for a nation as errors of calculation, That is why 
I think my schoolteacher was, in his simple and stubborn way, 


more farsighted than our modern Aristotles,. / 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


The "Institut National de Documentation Pédagogique et de Per- 
fectionnement des Moyens d'Enseignement" (Institut Pédagogique 

National) is a bureau administered by the Ministry of National 

Education. A description of its aims and activities is given 

on page 6, 


A discussion of the substance and the aims of the "baccalau- 
réat", the examination given at the conclusion of secondary 
education, along with the proposed reforms and a statement by 
Mr. Capelle concerning the future role of this examination 
can be found on page 14. 


Under the guidance of its director Mr. Dieuzeide, educational 

television, begun in France in 1950, has had a most interesting 

development. There are four series of programs, planned in 

conjunction with the syllabus used in the schools of France, 
and broadcast to all parts of the country by the Radiodiffu- 
sion-Télévision Francaise. At the present time several hun- 
dred thousand students benefit from this innovation in educa- 
tion. See page 27. 


Dakar, French West Africa: On the occasion of the French Medi- 
cal Week which was held in Dakar in January 1958, the medical 


preparatory school of Dakar was given the rank of a National 
School. See page 36. 


During a January session of the National Assembly,Mr. Billéres, 
Minister of National Education,presented the education budget 
for the coming year. Mr. Billéres noted that there has been 
an increase in his budget of 161 million francs since 1955. 
See page 40. * 
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The Commission which has been studying the problem of train- 
ing scientifie personnel presented its report to Mr. Billéres, 
Minister of National Fducation, last March, Several sugges- 

tions were made in this report, notably a proposed reform in 

the degree of licence @s sciences, See page 46, 


An American l'niversity Institute has heen established in 
en-Provence. This non-profit educational organization is af- 
filiated with the University of Artx-Marsetlle and is in the 

process of applying for its Charter from the Board of Regents 

of the State of New York. See page so. 


In reply to a letter from one of our readers, we give an out- 
line of the different French university degrees, including 
the number of years required to obtain these degrees, See 
page 53. 


Two outstanding studies in the history of art have appeared 
recently in France. "La Métamorphose des Dieux” by André 
Malraux and "[L'Art et l'Homme" by René Huyghe. See page 69, 


The Cultural Services have just received a large number of 
new books from France, and are preparing to organize several 
circulating exhibitions, 
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THE "INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL" 
29 rue d'Ulm, Paris 5e 


We should like to express our thanks to the Institut 
Pédagogique National and to its director, Mr. Cros, for the 
generous and constant assistance they give us im our work, 


The Institute originated in 1879 when, on the initiative of 
Jules Ferry and Ferdinand Buisson, the Musée Pédagogique was 
established for the benefit of the public schools. Ever since the 
Musée Pédagogique has continued to grow and adapt itself to ex- 


panding educational needs, until today it comprises a whole group 
of services to whicha recent Ministerial Regulation has given the 
name of the Institut Pédagogique National. The Institut is under 
the direct authority of the Ministry of National Education. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE INSTITUTE AND HOW IT OPERATES: 

the active educational methods of today, which are founded on in- 
dividual study on the part of pupils as well as practical observation, 
must have at their disposal all the teaching aids which are nowadays 
available. Apart from books, these include films, records, art and 
science collections, and apparatus necessary for technical creative 
work. The Institut Pédagogigque National is responsible for the selec- 
tion of all such materials and their adaptation to school working con- 
ditions and to the ages of the pupils. It thus has a triple function to 
perform: 


l. It selects, improves and develops the document? .ion and 
materials required by the class. 

2. It collects all information and documentation concerning 
institutions and school activities, arrarges meetings be- 
tween teachers for exchanges of ideas and experience. 

3. It serves as a center for the acquisition and distribution 
of information regarding working methods and teacher train- 
ing. 


SERVICES OF THE INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL: 


A. The "Bureau des Commissions Pédagogiques" (ler bureau) and 
the "Service des Etudes et Recherches Pédagogiques" (Office of 
Pedagogical Committee and Service of Pedagogical Studies and Re- 
search). These work together with the Commission des Moyens 
d'Enseignement (Committee on educational aids), the Commission 
des Livres (Book Committee) and the Commission du Mobilier 
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Scolaire (Committee on School Equipment). They carry out investi- 
gations requested by the services of the Ministry of National Educa- 
tion. 


B. The "Bureau d'Information et de Documentation" (2@me bureau) 
(Office of information and documentation) provides all necessary peda- 
gogical, vocational, administrative, legal, literary, artistic or scien- 
tific information. Similar assistance is rendered by the "Service 
d'accueil et de liaison" which houses permanent collections and organi- 
zes temporary exhibitions, and by specialized services (books, audio- 
visual equipment, etc. 


C. The "Bureau d'Administration Financiére et de Distribution" (3@me 
bureau) (Office of Finance, Administration and Distribution) together 
with the Magasin Pédagogique (Relia Shop) is responsible for budgeting, 
accounting and the sale of documents and manages the funds of regional 
and departmental centers, the administration of which it supervises. 


D. The "Délégation Académique de la Région Parisienne" (Academic 
Delegation of the Paris Area) and the "Service d'Accueil et de Liaison" 
(Reception and Liaison Service). The first has an academic delegate 
authorized by the Rector to organize the relations between the services 
of the Institute and the various services and establishments of the Paris 
area. The Reception and Liaison Service is both a national and a re- 
gional service. It receives in particular members of foreign universi- 
ties and guides them on their visits to educational establishments. 


SPECIALIZED DEPARTMENTS 


The "Département des Livres et Publications" (Books and Publi- 
cations Department) comprises the Bibliothéque Centrale de 1'Enseigne- 
ment Public (Central Library of Public Education) and the "Services 


d'Edition et de Vente des Publications de 1'Education Nationale" (S, E, V. - 


P, E., NN.) {Publishing and Sales Services for National Education Publica- 
tions). 

The "Bibliothéque Centrale" houses 900, 000 volumes and 2, 500 
sets of periodicals. It comprises a section on education and school 
legislation, a general documentation section reading room open from 
9a.m. to 10 p.m., and a bibliographical research section. 


The "S, E. V. P. E.N.'' arranges for the publishing and distribu- 
tion of publications issued by the various National Education services, 


=... 


schools and universities, and approved pedagogical associations. The % 
service has a photostatting and duplicating workshop. Its main book- ° 
store at 13, rue du Four, Paris 6e, is open for the sale of books to the . 
general public. ¢ 
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INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL 


the Panthe on 


In the rear 


INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATION 


The Library 
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INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL 


Projection Room 
(Audio-Visual Section) 


INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL 


An exhibition: 
teaching by audio-visual material 
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The "Département des Moyens Audio-Visuels d'Enseignement" 
comprises: 

- the "Commissions audio-visuelles" (Audio-visual Committees) 
which direct the selection and production of educational films and re- 
cords. 

- the "Service de Production Cinématographique" (Film Produc- 
tion Service) which produces films with, or without, the assistance of 
private production companies and is responsible for the adaptation of 
educational films acquired as a result of cultural exchanges with for- 
‘eign countries; the school radio and television services (Services de 
Radio et de Télévision Scolaires) are entrusted jointly by the Ministry 
of National Education and the Administration of the Radio- Télévision 
Francaise with the preparation of broadcasts for schools and corre- 
spondence courses. 

- the 'Phonotéque, Photothéque and Cinémathéque Centrales 
de 1'Enseignement Public" (Public Education Central Record, Photo- 
graph and Film Libraries). They house reference collections of photo- 
graphs, records and films suitable for educational purposes, loan them 
to educational institutions and organize public auditions and showings. 


- the ''Centre d'Equipement en Matériel d'Enseignement Scien- 
tifique et Technique" (Center of Scientific and Technical Educational 
Equipment) which prepares apparatus for demonstration purposes or 
practical work for the teaching of physical and natural sciences in 
lycées, colléges and teacher training schools (Ecoles Normales). 


AFFILIATED SERVICES: 


l. The "Service de Correspondance Scolaire Internationale" 
(International School Correspondence Service) in which sixty countries 
participate, organizes more than 100, 000 exchanges a year. 


2. The "Cours par Correspondance et Radio du ler Degré" 
(Primary Correspondence and Broadcast Courses) provides free 
(except for postage) and regular instruction. 


3. The "Centre d'Etudes et d'Information sur 1'Education de 
Base" (Center for Studies and Information on Fundamental Education) 
under the auspices of UNESCO, the Ministry of National Education 
and the Ministry for Overseas France, aims at assisting under- 
developed countries. 


4. The "Service Technique de Statistique Scolaire'' (School 
Statistics Technical Service) collects all documents and statistical 
information of interest to educational institutions and carries out 
special studies requested by the Ministry of National Education. 
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ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 


(Centres Régionaux 


REGIONAL AND DEPARTMENTAL CENTERS: til 
et Départementaux): these centers were set up at certain Academies a4 
in order to decentralize the work of the Institut Pédagogique National. er 
The regional Centers are at Toulouse, Rennes, Lyons, Caen, Stras- pu 
bourg, and Bordeaux. In addition some Film Libraries are in opera- NN 
tion in some departments where no departmental center has yet been 

established. \s 
BUREAU UNIVERSITAIRE DE STATISTIQUE ET DE DOCUMEN- oO“ 
TATION SCOLAIRE ET PROFESSIONNELLE (University Bureau Sf 
for Statistics and School Professional Documentation). The Bureau 


collects and distributes information about educational institutions and » 
puts out a number of publications, including the review ''Avenirs". 


CENTRE NATIONAL D'ENSEIGNEMENT PAR CORRESPONDANCE 
ET RADIO (National Center for Education by Correspondence and 
Radio), 60 boulevard de Stalingrad, Vanves. The Center provides 
free tuition to 30,000 students. It includes a section for secondary 
education and a section for technical education. It also organizes 
the instruction given in remedial and post-remedial establishments 
coming under the Ministry of National Education. 


Ane, 


International School Correspondence Service 
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CENTRE AUDIO-VISUEL DE SAINT CLOUD. This center is at- 


tached to the Ecole Normale Supérieure. It has a specialized labo- 
ratory and a section of the Institut Pédagogique National responsible 
for the execution of work. 


CENTRE INTERNATIONAL D'ETUDES PEDAGOGIQUES DE SEVRES 


(1, rue Léon Journault, Sévres) has a twofold task: it provides infor- 
mation about and organizes courses of instruction for French and for- 
eign education specialists and arranges for visits by foreign educators 
who want to share in the activities of a French educational institution. 
It publishes "Les Amis de Sévres". 


VARIOUS ASSOCIATIONS have a permanent secretariat on the pre- 


mises of the Institut Pédagogique National and work in close colla- 
-boration with it. They are: 


The 
The 


The 
The 


The 


The 


‘The 


The 


The 


The 


"Société Francaise de Pédagogie"' 

"Groupe Francais d'Education Nouvelle" (French Group 
for New Education) 

"Jeunesse au Plein Air" 

"Office Central des Coopératives Scolaires" (Central 
Office for School Co-operatives) 

"Fédération Internationale des Organisations de Cor- 
respondance et d'Echanges Scolaires" (International 
Federation of Organizations for School Correspon- 
dence and Exchange) 

"Association pour le Monde Bilingue" (Association for a 
Bilingual World) 

"Association des Communautés d'Enfants" (Association 
for Children's Communities) 

"Association des Professeurs de Langues Vivantes" 
(Association of Modern Language Teachers) 

"Association des Professeurs de Mathématiques" — 
(Association of Mathematics Teachers) 

"Union des Naturalistes de 1'Enseignement Public" 
Union of Natural Science Teachers of the Public Edu- 
cation Service) 


NOTE: PiCTURES ARE FROM THE INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL. 
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THE BACCALAUREAT 


The Baccalauréat de l'enseignement secondaire (Baccalaureate 
of secondary education) is the examination which, in France, marks 
the end of the student's secondary education. It is the first in a suc- 
cession of university degrees awarded by the State. 


The examination consists of two parts: 


Part I, taken when the student has concluded the classe 
de premiére (first class), the final class ina study cycle which 
begins with the classe de sixiéme (sixth class); 


Part Il, taken when the student has concluded either the 
classe de philosophie, classe de mathématiques, or classe 
de sciences expérimentales; these classes represent the final 
stage in secondary education. 


Candidates must be sixteen or over on November Ist of the 
year in which they sit for Part I of the examination. The average age 
of candidates taking Part IJ is eighteen. 
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I. BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BACCALAUREAT 


In the XIIth century the only degree awarded by the University 
of Paris was that of ''Maftre'' (Master), conferred by the Chancellor 
of Notre-Dame. The Master received the licencia docendi (authori- 
zation to teach). But at the end of the twelfth century, the Masters 
acquired greater authority, the powers of the Chancellor became re- 
stricted, and students were required to pass tests. In the first stage 
of these tests, known as the "déterminance", the candidate had to up- 
hold a thesis on one of the recognized works used in public education 
at the time. 


This déterminance was the ancestor of the Baccalauréat in 
France. It became standardized in 1275; it was at first optional, but 
soon became conpulsory. Successful candidates were awarded the 
title of "Bachelier", The tests were almost entirely on logic; the 
principal authors, whose texts had to be "disputed"'", were Porphyry, 
Aristotle, Boethius and Priscian. Though the syllabus was a severe 
one, the actual examination was not too rigorous a test; in fact, some 
universities sometimes sold their degrees. 


With the adoption of the Statute of 1598 the examination for the 
title of Bachelier became more difficult, and the exercises in scho- 
lasticism were replaced by the study of humanities. However, the 
title of Bachelier was sought only by those young men who wished to 
become teachers. The Faculties did not require students to take 
the degree, but were usually satisfied with a "lettre de scolarité" 
(school report), certifying that the student had done his studies in 
philosophy and had a good knowledge of Greek and Latin. 


From the beginning of the seventeenth century and for a period 
of two hundred years, this lettre de scolarité remained the only rec- 
ognized certificate for secondary studies despite the thoroughness with 
which the Jesuits applied the system borrowed from the University, 
and, after the Revolution, despite the many plans for public instruction 
prepared by the various Assemblies, 


Finally, the Imperial Decree of March 17th, 1808, proposed 
the creation of a diploma to be awarded to successful students after 
the conclusion of their secondary education. In spite of its long sub- 
sequent development, the organic statute of this diploma, published 
in 1810, has not changed a great deal fundamentally since. In 1890 
it was given the name it has kept ever since: 'Baccalauréat de l'en- 
seignement secondaire", 
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Il THE BACCALAUREAT TODAY 


General features. The examinations for the title of bachelier de 
l'enseignement secondaire (bachelor of secondary education) are 
held by the Faculties of Letters and the Faculties of Science, at 
the Universities and in towns designated by the Minister of Educa- 
tion. | 


The examination is held twice yearly, in June and in October. 
The written and oral examinations are compulsory and certain addi- 
tional parts of the examination are optional, however, and can affect 
only to a slight extent the general examination result. The written 
examinations are eliminative. A mark or 3 or less out of 10 in the 
French paper eliminates the candidate. Should a candidate fail in 
the oral tests in July, he may present himself again in October. 
Oral tests are public. 


The subjects of the written questions are selected from the 
uniform programs of the classes de premiére and the classes termi- 
nales. If not set by the Minister of Education, subjects are chosen 
by the Dean of the Faculty of Letters in the case of the literary pa- 
pers and by the Dean of the Faculty of Sciences in the case of the 
science papers. 


The dates set for the various papers are identical in every 
educational district (Académie). 


The written examinations vary in duration according to the 
subject and group. They are held under the supervision of a Faculty 
professor or a district inspector of secondary schools (Inspecteur 
d'Académie). Candidates must not communicate with each other or 
with any outside person, nor must they have with them any papers 
or documents other than authorized dictionaries and tables. Fail- 
ure to observe these rules will lead to their immediate exclusion. 


Examination subjects 


Part I 


Candidates for Part I of the Baccalauréat may, when they 
enter for the examination, choose from nine groups (séries) of 
papers. Some of these series are known as "classical" and have 
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a Greek and Latin bias, others are "modern" and pay more atten- 
tion to science. Recent'y two "technical" series have been added 


which are intended more particularly for pupils from the techni- 
cal schools. 


The various séries of the Baccalauréat are designated as 


follows: | 
A, At, B, C, C', M, M', Technique, and Technique B. 


It would take up too much space to give a full description 
of each group. However, by way of example, we give below de- 
tails of the examination for the classical groups A, B and C, one 
modern group and one Technique group. The figures in the column 
on the right give the coefficient (1) which determines the relative 
importance of each separate part of the examinations. 
will be found details of the marking system. 


Further on 


SERIE CLASSIQUE A 


Coefficient 
Written examination 

French Essay (2) 2 
Latin unseen (translation from Latin into French) 
(dictionary allowed) 2 
Greek unseen (translation from Greek into French) 
(dictionary allowed) 2 
Modern language paper 
(unseen and some questions) (3) 2 


(1) Note CONCERNING THE WCOEFFICIENTS™,. THE VARIOUS SUBJECTS WHICH APPEAR ON 
THE BACCALAUREAT EXAMINATION CARRY DIFFERENT PROPORTIONATE WEIGHTS IN THE 
OIFFERENT "series". THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF EACH EXAMINATION WHEN CAL CU- 
LATING THE AVERAGE AND THUS THE FINAL MARK 1S EXPRESSED 8Y A "COEFFICIENT", 
THUS, FOR EXAMPLE IN THE "PHILOSOPHY SERIES", THE EXAMINATION IN PHILOSOPHY 
CARRIES FOUR TIMES THE WEIGHT OF THE EXAMINATION IN THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
(PHILOSOPHY: COEFFICIENT 4: PHYSICAL SCIENCES: COEFFICIENT 1). ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IN THE "MATHEMATICS, SERIES™, THE RATIO 18 3 TO 2 IN FAVOR OF THE PHYSI- 
CAL SCIENCES (PHYSICAL SCIENCES: COEFFICIENT 3: PHILOSOPHY: COEFFICIENT 2). 


(2) FoR THE FRENCH ESSAY OR PHILOSOPHY ESSAY THE CANDIDATE HAS A CHOICE OF 
THREE SUBJECTS. FOR MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES HE HAS & CHOICE OF 


THREE QUESTIONS FROM THE COURSE COVERED, AND ONE COMPULSORY QUESTION. THIS 
APPLIES TO ALL OTHER SECTIONS AS WELL. 


(3) THE AUTHORIZED LANGUAGES ARE THE SAME FOR ALL PARTS OF THE BACCALAUREAT 


(GERMAN, ENGLISH, ARABIC (LITERARY AND DIALECTAL), SPANISH, 


PORTUGUESE AND 
RUSSIAN.) 
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Oral Examination 


Coefficient 


Reading and commenting on a passage from a French 
author of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth or 
nineteenth century 

Reading and commenting on a Latin text 

Reading and commenting on a Greek text 

Questions in history and geography 

Questions in mathematics 

Questions in physics 


NN WN WN 


SERIE CLASSIQUE B 


Written Examination 


French essay 
Latin unseen (dictionary allowed) 2 
Paper on one modern language 2 
Paper on a second modern language 

or 

a Mathematics paper (1) 2 


Oral Examination 


Reading and commenting on a French text of the 
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth or nineteenth 
century 

Reading and commenting on a Latin text 

Reading and commenting on a modern language test 

i : Questions in history and geography 

Questions in mathematics, or reading and commenting 


WN 


on a text in the second modern language 2 
Questions in physics 2 
SERIE CLASSIQUE C 
Written examination 
French essay 2 
4 Latin unseen (dictionary allowed) 2 
4 Modern language paper or 
Physics paper (1) 2 
Mathematics paper 2 
i 


(1) See FOOTNOTE ON PAGE 17. 
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Oral Examination 


Reading and commenting on a passage from a French 
author of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth or 
nineteenth century 

Reading and commenting on a Latin text 

Questions in history and geography 

Questions in mathematics 

Questions in physics 


Reading and commenting on a modern language text 


SERIE MODERNE M 


Written Examination 


French essay 

Modern language paper 
Paper on physics 
Paper on mathematics 


Oral Examination 


Reading and commenting on a passage by a French 
author of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth 
or nineteen century 

Reading and commenting on a modern language text 

Questions in history and geography 

Question in mathematics 

Questions in physics 


Reading and commenting on a second modern language 


SERIE TECHNIQUE 


Written Examination 


French essay 

Paper on physics 

Paper on mathematics 
Paper on technical drawing 


Coefficient 
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Oral Examination 


Reading and commenting on a passage by a French 
author of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth 
or nineteenth century 

Reading and commenting on a modern language text 

Questions in history and geography 

Questions in mathematics 

Questions in physics 

Questions in technology 


Part II. 


Coefficient 
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Candidates taking Part Il. of the Baccalauréat may, when 


entering for the examination, choose between five groups, namely 
Philosophy, Mathematics, Experimental Sciences, ‘Mathematics 


and Technics, Technics and Economics. 


Below are given the details of the three most common groups: 


SERIE PHILOSOPHIE 


Written Examination 


Essay on a philosophical subject. 
Paper on physics 
Paper on natural sciences 


Oral Examination 


Questions in philosophy 

Questions in history and geography 

Questions in mathematics and cosmography 
Questions in physics 

Questions in natural science 

Reading and commenting on a modern language text 


SERIE ‘MA THEMA TIQUES 


Written Examination 


Essay on a philosophical subject 
Paper on mathematics 
Paper on physics 


Coefficient 
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Coefficient 
Oral Examination if 
ic 
Questions in philosophy 1 lil | 
Questions in history and geography 3 le 1 
Questions in mathematics 4 on i 
Questions in physics 3 ee if 
Questions in natural science l 
Reading and commenting on a modern language text l - iit 
SERIE SCIENCES EXPERIMENTALES 
AA | 
Written Examination 
Essay on a philosophical subject 4 q 
Paper on physics 2 | 
Paper on natural science 2 
Oral Examination walk 
Questions in philosophy 3 we 
Questions in history and geography 3 ~ 
Questions in mathematics 2 
Questions in physics 2 ew 
Questions in natural science 2 an 
Reading and commenting on a modern language text l av | 
ede 
w) 
MARKING SYSTEM \ 
Each paper is given a mark ranging from 0 to 10. Se 
A special coefficient (see above) is attributed to each separate part td id 
of the examination, according to the nature of the part and to the i 8 
group to which it belongs. The mark 0 eliminates the candidate and ‘ 4 | 
is the mark given for each part of the examination in which the can- M4 
didate fails. A mark of 3 or less out of 10 for the French essay in ‘ys | 
Part I, eliminates the candidate. A candidate must obtain at least rm | 
half of the maximum marks to pass in the written examination, In - | 
all cases the examining board, composed of secondary school teach- e 
ers appointed by the deans and presided over by a professor of uni- . 
versity rank, has the final word, It may, after examining a candi- . 
date's school record (livret scolaire) pass a candidate even if his 2 
ye 
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total number of marks does not quite add up to half of the maximum 
number obtainable. 


Table showing total number of marks needed to pass 
in the written papers and in the entire examination 


Groups 


(séries) A. B.C. 


C'M! Tec. 


Tec. B 


Phil. 


Maths, 


s. Ex. and | 


M, T. 


Tec. and 
Econ, 


Total marks 
for written 
examinations 80 


Total re- 
quired to 

pass in 

written ex- 
aminations 40 


Total marks 
for oral ex- 
aminations 130 


90 


45 


140 


90 


130 


45 


90 


45 


150 


100 


50 


130 


60 


30 


100 


80 


40 


130 


90 


45 


170 


90 


45 


120 


THE DIPLOMA 


The title of bachelier de l'enseignement secondaire is con- 
ferred on candidates who have passed the examinations in one group 
(série) in Part I. and Part Il. respectively. 


The diplomas (certificats d'aptitude) for both parts are granted 
with the following "mentions" according to the marks: 


Passable - for candidates who obtain half of the maximum num- 


ber of marks (written + oral) 


Assez bien - (fairly good) - for candidates who have obtained an 


average mark of 6 out of 10 


Bien (good) - for candidates obtaining an average of 7 out of 10 
Trés bien (very good) - for candidates with an average mark of 


8 out of 10. 


: 
; 


The diplomas are transmitted by the Minister to the Rectors 
of the various academic districts, who sign and present them. The 
student has to sign the diploma and a special register to show that 
the diploma has been handed over to him. The diploma is given only 
once. 


THE BACCALAUREAT AND EDUCATION REFORM 


Until November 1956, the title of Bachelier, regardless of 
the section of the Baccalauréat taken or of the "mentions" made on 
the diploma, conferred upon the holder the same rights and preroga- 
tives. The Baccalauréat diploma was needed if the holder wished to 
enroll in one of the Faculties for the purpose of obtaining a degree or 
title conferred by the State, such as the licence, doctorat, or agré- 
gation, and also for the purpose of applying for admission to the en- 
trance examinations for the "Grandes Ecoles" of the Government 
and to competitive examinations for the civil service. 


The Baccalauréat diploma acted in fact as a rigid barrier pre- 
venting all those who had not completed their secondary school educa- 
tion from having access to higher education. 


In view of the pressing national need for scientific personnel, 
for engineers and technicians, it became a matter of urgency to break 
with that tradition and to enable all gifted young people to receive a 
higher education. On November 27th, 1956, the Ministry of National 
Education issued a decree laying down the conditions on which candi- 
dates who did not hold the Baccalauréat diploma could have access to 
higher education. In pursuance of this decree, five orders issued on 
April 5th, 1957, provided for a special University entrance examina- 
tion accessible to all (see Education in France, No. 2, page 25). 


These measures, the main purpose of which was to open the 
doors of higher education to pupils from technical and vocational 
schools, were first enforced in November, 1957. 
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THE BACCALAUREAT AND THE LACK OF SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL 


We give below the conclusion of an article by Monsieur Jean 
Capelle, Director-General of the National Institute of Applied Sci- 
ences, published in Le Monde of March 14th, 1958: 


"The progress, perhaps the survival, of our civiliza- 
tts economy, as compared with that of other civilizations, or, 
tn the last analysis, on its scientific and technical poten- 
tial. Consequently it 1s of vital importance to our country, 
whether we are working with or compe ing against other coun- 
tries, that we should encourage the full development of all 
minds capable of advancing basic science and the most varied 
kinds of technique. To achieve a considerable increase in 
the numbers of our advanced scientific personnel, it is es- 
sential that secondary education should be given a more scien- 
tific ortentation and that we should revert to a concept of 


the Gaegaiguredt based much more on general culture, ona 
culture that would be at the same time simpler and stronger.... 


— As priority must be given to the development of sctien- 
tific should’ like. art a A 
to have a scientific program, mainly mathematics an ysics, 
which should be taken'by all candidates... Everyone possess- 

ed of average intelligence and common sense should be able 

to reach the scientific level of Part f. which should be re- 
garded as the mintmum basic knowledge that 

every educated man of our time should possess. 


On the other hand, the question of a possible fusion 
of the programs comes up against the traditional and futile 
cewetry which exists, as regards ‘options in literature e- 
tween the " "and the " ". No doubt there 
ts no real problem as regards the respective merits of the 
classical humanities and what are called, without any defini- 
tion of content, the modern humanities... After the Renais- 
sance, the abandonment of Hebrew as a subject of general edu- 
cation, under the pressure of new branches of gnowledes, was 
generally accepted. Today Greek would seem to be in the posi- 

ton 1m which Hebrew then was. For the same reason it looks 
as 1f Greek will be relegatedtothe position of a pesveretsy 
subject, to be studied by a small group of specialists. AS 
to Latin, the masnspring of our language and the first medium 
of our civilization, its monuments are so many and sq indis- 
pensable to us that it would be just as much out of the ques- 
tion to give 1t up as it would be to make it com ar per}: Its 
place in the curriculum would be best defined if i1€ were 
treated at its right worth, as one of a group of languages. 


bi 


Thus 
could be based for Part I of the . ,. 1n which a 
choice of two languages would be given: one main language out 
of the following: Latin, German, English and Russian, and one 
subsidiary. Bor certain + ye of candidates, technology 
could no doubt be substituted for the second language. 


For Part II of the Baccala there would, as 
formerly, be a choice between #55 aurkat the literary and 


the scientific. " 


we obtain ‘Tod ‘the les on which a program 
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SOME STATISTICS 


THE NUMBER OF SCIENCE GRADUATES IN THE BACCALAUREAT 
EXAMINATION REACHES THE RECORD FIGURE OF 15,000 FOR 1957 


The Bureau Universitaire de Statistique, which regularly publishes 


figures for the Baccalauréat examination, has issued the following 
figures for 1957: 


Over-~-all figures. The total number of candidates in 1957 for 
Part I was 95,000 and for Part II 73,000, showing an increase of 2% 
and 12% respectively over the figures for 1956. 


The total number of successful candidates in 1957 was 48, 983, 
showing an increase of 22% over the figure of 40, 146 for 1956. 


Scientific groups (séries). There was a marked increase in 


the number of candidates entering for the scientific groups of the Bac- 
calauréat. 


In Part I, if we take 100 as the base for the number of candi- 
dates at the first session in 1950, the index figure for the number of 
candidates in the classical groups rose steadily in the ensuing years 
until 1956 and remained stationary in 1957. In the modern groups, 
on the other hand, the corresponding figure for 1952 was 120 and for 
1957 was 183. The total number of successful candidates was about 


2% lower in 1957 than it was in 1956, but the total was greater in the 
classical groups A and C, 


In Part II the number of candidates entering naturally corre- 
sponded to the variations in the number of candidates that passed 
Part I of the examination. The number of successfu! candidates in 


the scientific groups showed a marked increase over the figures for 
1956, namely: 


34% in the Experimental Sciences group; 
31% in the Mathematics group; 
35% in the Mathematiques Technique group. 


Thus for the first time, in 1957, the number of science bache- 
liers reached a total of 13, 500. 


If the figures for pupils at present studying in schools are 
considered, it is possible to estimate that the total number of success- 
ful candidates in Part II of the Baccalauréat will be 50,000 at the end 
of the school year 1957-1958. In view of this total, the number of 


successful candidates in the scientific group should reach 15,000 in 


7 


7. 
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The February 1958 issue of "Informa- 
tions Statistiques", a supplement of 
the Official Bulletin of the Ministry 
of National Education, publishes com- 
plete statistics concerning the 


baccalaurgéat examination since 1920. 


This issue can be consulted at the 
Cultural Services of the French Em- 
bassy, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York 21 


(Reference Department). 
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EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION IN FRANCE 


When we speak of television in France, one must remember 
that the French Radio and Television Broadcasting System is a State 
enterprise with a network of transmitters in all regions of France, 
and that there is no private station in any French territory. At the 
present time, the television network comprises twenty transmitters. 


Fifteen additional ones are being constructed which will give cover- 
age to the entire country. 


Educational television programs began in 1945 with one pro- 
gram each week under the direction of the R. T. F. (Radiodiffusion et 
Télévision Francaise), In 1951, the R. T. F. asked the Centre de 
Documentation Pédagogique (which has since become the Institut Pé- 
dagogique National - see page 5 for a description of this organization 
and its activities) to prepare two programs a week, Since 1954, the 
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Television Department of the Institut Pédagogique National has pre- 
pared four programs a week which are broadcast to the entire coun- 
try. These broadcasts are designed for the public schools. The 
Ministry of National Education has allotted funds to the schools under 
its direction for the purchase of equipment necessary to receive these 
programs. 


ORGANIZATION: 


1. The programs are broadcast from Paris and relayed by 
the various French stations. They are planned by the Ministerial 
Commission for Educational Television founded in 1950. The Com- 
mission is assisted in its reference and research work by the Service 
des Moyens Audio-Visuels d‘Enseignement Centre Audio-Visuel 
de Saint Cloud and other organizations of a similar type.) The produc- 
tion is handled by the R. T.F. 


2. There is a liaison officer in charge of educational tele- 
vision in each of the seventeen academic regions of France, usually 
attached to the regional bureau of the Institut Pédagogique National. 
These officers send the announcements concerning future programs 
to the schools in their region and receive the comments of the teachers. 
Teachers are asked to fill out two types of cards, one with their own 
comments and suggestions, the other with the reactions of their stu- 
dents. These cards are then forwarded to the Television Department 
of the Institut Pédagogique National and enable the producers and the 
Ministerial Commission to plan future programs on the basis of the 
comments, needs, and criticisrms of teachers. 


Although these programs are designed primarily for schools, 
they can, of course, be watched by all those who have a television 
set, and are used for teaching bed-ridden children in their homes, 
hospitals, and children's sanatoriums. Ir line with this, certain of 


the programs are prepared in conjunction with the National Center 
for Correspondence Courses. 


THE TEACHING METHODS USED IN THESE PROGRAMS: 


The wording of the circulars issued by the Ministry of Nation- 
al Education in connection with the organization of educational televi- 
sion programs left no doubt as to the fact that these programs are not. 
intended to replace actual schooling or daily contact with the teacher 
whose job it is to teach his students from his earliest days in class 
to understand and to think for himself. The intention is not, in the 
words of the report issued by the Plenary Commission on Education- 
al Television held on February 7, 1958, to transform teachers into 
robots, but rather to offer them living material which will enrich and 
complement the instruction which their students receive. 
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Waiting for the broadcast Program Planning 


It is with this aim that the television programs are planned 
in conformance with the syllabus in use in the public schools (one 
should remember that the same program of studies is followed in 
all public schools of France). There are three series of programs, 
one for primary schools, one for secondary schools (see page 15) 
and one for vocational schools. As an example, we list below the 
program schedule for the first term of 1958. 


PRIMARY EDUCATION - MONDAY 


Name of the Program 


Vocabulary 


Window on History 


Children of the 
World 


Famous Men 


Animal Life 


The Theater in 
School 


Man and his dwellings (Jan. 6); Travels (Feb. 3); 
Pictures of Times gone by (March 24). 


Robespierre (Jan. 13); The Abolition of Slavery 
(Feb. 17)- 


Young people of Israel (Jan. 20); Australian 
Children (March 10). 


Berlioz (Jan. 27); La¥nnec (March 3). 
Polar Animals (Feb. 10); The Beaver (March 17). 


Moliére's "The Miser" (Feb. 27). 
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PRIMARY EDUCATION - FRIDAY 


Name of the Program 


Introduction to Mechanics (Jan. 3); Mechani- 
cal Forces (Jan. 31); Pulleys and Levers 
(March 21). 

The Human Body: The Skeleton (Jan. 10); 
Breathing (Feb. 14); The Arms and Legs of 
Certain Mammals (March 7). 


Applied Science 


Natural History 


Lorraine (Jan. 17); Strasbourg and Alsace 
(Feb. 7); "Live from Lyons" (Feb. 21); 
The Alps (March 14); The Rhone and the 
Durance (March 28). 


From One Corner 
of France 


Discovering our Mountains (Jan. 24); African Vegetation 
Planet (Feb. 28). 


SECONDARY EDUCATION - WEDNESDAY 


The Physical Sciences Statistical Treatment of the Inheren+ 
Errors in Measurement (Jan. 8); Vibra- 


tions and Sound (March 5). 


Man at Work Electricity (Jan. 15); Automobiles (Feb. 26). 


. The Natural Sciences Nature Study (Jan. 22); The Development 
: of Insects (Feb. 19); The Locomotion of 
Certain Vertebrates (March 19). 


A Public Service - The National Railroads 
(Jan. 29). 
A Comparative Study of Hydrocarbons (Feb. 5). 


Civics 


Chemistry 


The Conquest of The Conquest of Water (Feb. 12); New Sources 
Nature of Energy (March 12). 


Art Art work in wrought iron (March 26). 


| 
> 
hon? 
Ne 
: 
: 
id 
: 
Cre 
ia 
(ae. 
4 
-30 


THE TEACHING OF SCIENCES AND HISTORY Robespierre (18th century) 


Sound vibrations 


The "Journée des Dupes" (17th century) 


_ Leonardo da Vinci 


-3l- St. Louis (Louis IX 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION - TUESDAY 


Economics Logistics and Planning (Jan. 7); The Choice 
of an Accounting Machine (Feb. 4); The Use 
Of Punched Card Machines in Planning an 
Industry (March 11). 


Electronics The Use of Electronics in Calculators 
(Feb. 11); The Use of Electronics in Commu- 
nications in the French Union (Feb. 11); The 
Use of Electronics in Telephonic and Tele- 
vision Transmission (March 18). 


The Human Element The Evolution of Crafts in the Shoe Indus- 
in Industry try (Jan. 21). ? 


Art - Flowers as a Decoration (Jan. 28); Costumes 
and Civilization: The Eighteenth Century 
(March 4). 


Report on Industry Technical Research: The Textile Industry in 
France (Feb. 25); The Study Bureau of the 
French Mining Industry (March 28). 


The schools use these programs as introductory lessons in 
the various subjects. Each week, the magazine "L'Education Nationale" 
publishes the format of the programs that will be presented, along with 
suggestions on how to incorporate the broadcasts into daily lessons. 
The programs are used to inspire individual and group projects; discus- 
sion, reports, critical essays, research, scrap books, etc. The maga- 
zine "Documents pour la Classe" (a supplement to "L‘'Education Natio- 
nale"') publishes cards which can be used in connection with these pro- 
grams. The aim of the producers of these programs is to give a wide 
diffusion to a variety of live material, and to include demonstrations and 
explanations which require exceptional circumstances or materials which 
the average teacher does not have at his disposal. (See the April 20th, 1955, 
circular of the Ministry of National Education). 


Besides enlisting the services of university professors, primary 
and secondary school teachers, French cultural institutions, and indus- 
trial and professional organizations, the R. T. F. and the Institut Péda- 
gogique National have used foreign films in their programs. Arrange- 
ments have been made with the Central British Information Office which 
makes films produced by British governmental agencies available free 
of charge to French educational television. Exchanges of films and 
materials have been made with the directors of Italian, Japanese, Cana- 
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dian, and Soviet television. A nurnber of information services and 
embassies in Paris (arnong them the United States services) are of 
immeasurable assistance to educational television, 


Studies made by the Institut Pédagogique National show that 
at the be ginning of 1958 more than one thousand schools regularly 
used the programs broadcast by the educational television services. 
If one takes into account the bedridden viewers, there are today 
several hundred thousand students who benefit from this new meth- 
od of instruction. 


It would seem that until the present time, France is the 
only country which has organized these programs on a national ba- 
sis, the only country where educational television is used to illus- 
trate the curriculum of the schools. The teacher, though, is at 
liberty to use the programs as he wishes. 


These programs are entirely different, in both their aims 
and their methods, from the general cultural programs broadcast 
by the R.T.F. The latter programs, book criticisms, plays, etc. 
are for the education of the public at large. 


We should like to thank Mr. Dieuzeide, Chief of the Fducational Jele- 
viston Department of the Institut Pédagogique National, for the very useful 
information he sent to us. Readers who are particularly interested in this 
question can write to the Cultural Services where a large collection of re- 
ference material 1s at their disposal. 


ALL PICTURES ARE FROW THE INSTITUT PEDAGOGIQUE NATIONAL. 
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MOLIERE’S ‘THE WOULD-BE GENTLEMAN’ (ACTORS FROM THE COMEDIE-FRANCAISE). 
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NEWS FROM FRENCH ACADEMIC LIFE 
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EVENTS 


## FRENCH MEDICAL WEEK IN DAKAR 


A French Medical Week was held at the Ecole Préparatoire de 
Médecine in Dakar from January 8 to 12. This week, which -was dedi- 
cated to the study of the hepathology and pathology of diseases preva- 
lent in Africa, attracted many eminent persons from the medical and 
political world, Papers were presented and discussions were held on 
cancer of the liver, cirrhosis and forms of malnutrition in Africa. 

On this occasion the Ecole Préparatoire de Médecine was elevated to 
the rank of a National school. Thus students will now be able to com- 
plete all their medical studies in Dakar. 


## THE LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE OF THE CITE UNIVER- 
SITAIRE OF ROUEN | 


The Minister of National Education laid the cornerstone for the 
Cité Universitaire which is to be built on the plateau of Mount Riboudet 
in Rouen. This new section will include a normal school, a national 
chemistry school, and three advanced schools, for law, science and 
letters. 


H## CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF FRENCH 
ENGINEERS 


On the first day of the meeting of the National Council of French 
Engineers (Conseil National des Ingénieurs Francais) which was held on 
March 20, 1958, M. Crémieux-Brilhac, a representative of the Minister 
of National Education, announced the publication of the proposed Le 
Gorgeu Plan which asked for the investment credits necessary to double 
in the near future the number of engineers produced by schools under the 
direction of the Ministry of National Education. He made an urgent plea 
asking those schools which are not under the direction of the Ministry 

to undertake a similar program. 


#4 FOURTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE MODERN 
SCHOOL 

The fourteenth International Congress of the "Ecole Moderne" 
(Modern School) founded by Monsieur Freinet was held at the beginning 
of April in Paris. Two evening discussions were held at the Sorbonne 
on the following subjects: ''The revival in infantile pedagogies" and 
"Free expression and knowledge of the child. '' An exhibition of Freinet 
school equipment and of drawings by children of Freinet schools was 
organized at the same time at the Lycée Montaigne. 
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##t CONCERNING THE EXTENSION OF COMPULSORY SCHOOLING 


In the course of an important meeting held at the Sorbonne by 
the Société Nationale d'Encouragement 4 l'Agriculture, M. Billéres, 
Minister of National Education, gave a talk on the problems of edu- 
cation and the future of rural life. M. Billéres emphasized the need 
for extending the period of compulsory schooling to allow students in 
the rural areas of France to attain the more advanced level of studies 
which is necessary for the modern agricultural background. In effect, 
if 87% of the children of Paris continue their studies beyond the age 
of fourteen, this is unfortunately not the case in the rural areas where 
children begin to work as soon as they are no longer required to at- 


tend school. 


4, 


Left to right: A. Loubatiéres, Capot-Rey, Félix Gaillard, Menchikoff, E. Herzog 


### THE PRIZES OF THE HIGHER COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC see 
RESEARCH > 


Four French scientists received prizes awarded by the Higher 


Council for Scientific Research (Le Conseil Supérieur de la Recherche y 
Scientifique): Auguste Loubatiéres, Professor ot Applied Physiology vy 
at the School of Medicine of Montpellier for his discoveries concern- S| 


ing the treatment of diabetes; Mr. Capot-Rey and Mr. Menchikoff 
who prepared a geological map of the Sahara, and Mr. Eugéne Her- 
zog, specialist in the study of metal corrosion whose research has ‘ 
led to the exploitation of the natural gas of Lacq which until recently 
was considered unusable. The prizes were presented on January 9 
at the Hdtel Matignon in the presence of the Prime Minister. 


& 
j 
4 
A> 
\ 
: 


## THE GRAND PRIX DES ARTS 


Monsieur René Billéres, Minister of Education, has presented 
the Grand Prix des Arts to the sculptor Marcel Gimond for his art 
work as a whole. Marcel Gimond, who studied at the Ecole des Beaux- 
Arts at Lyons, worked under Renoir and Maillol. Since 1954 he has 
been a Professor at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts. 


## UNIVERSITY OF PARIS WEEK 


February 19 to 28 was University of Paris Week at the Sorbonne. 
The various cultural clubs of the University participated in the many 
celebrations which were organized on this occasion. The "Groupe de Thé - 
atre Antique"! which specializes in Greek tragedy, presented a Latin 
comedy for the first time, "The Braggart Soldier" of Plautus. The 
dramatic club of the Lycée Louis Le Grand presented Corneille's 
"Don Sanche d' Aragon" with an unusual stage setting. The University 
Chorus, which at the same time was celebrating its twentieth year, 
gave a brilliant concert under the baton of Jean Gitton in the main audi- 
torium of the Sorbonne. The main hall of the Sorbonne was transformed 
into an art gallery where works representative of all tendencies among 
young artists were exhibited. These all showed a definite return to figu- 
rative painting. 


Hit THE CENTENARY OF AUGUSTE COMTE 


The hundredth anniversary of the death of the philosopher Au- 
guste Comte, author of the positivist theory, was commemorated on 
March 22 at the Institute for Advanced Latin American Studies. In the 
presence of Mr. Sarrailh, Rector of the University of Paris, Profes- 
sors Gouhier and Ganguilhem of the Philosophy Department of the Sor- 
bonne spoke on the work of the philosopher and his influence in 19th 
century France. This was followed by the reading of a lecture sent by 
the Mexican philosopher Leopoldo Zea on the influence of the works of 
Auguste Comte in Latin America and principally in Mexico. 


H# THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF CHARLES DE FOUCAULD 


Mr. Billéres, Minister of National Education, has announced 
that the government intends to mark the hundredth anniversary of 
Charles de Foucauld, French priest and explorer. Among the dif- 
ferent ceremonies planned, there is to be an important exhibition at 
the National Archives and a solemn ceremony at the Sorbonne. In ad- 
dition, in all classes of the public school system one lesson will be 
devoted to Charles de Foucauld. 
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APPOINTMENT 


Mr. César Santelli, Inspecteur Général de 1"Instruction 
Publique pour le Second Degré, at the end of 1957 was named In- lil 


specteur Général de l'Enseignement du francais a l'étranger. le 1 
In this capacity he will replace Mr. Paye as Director of the Ser- cer 
vice Universitaire des Relations avec l'Etranger et l'Outre-Mer. se 
INFORMATION 

NEXT OCTOBER - AN INTERNATIONAL MEETING >» 
ON DIFFERENT FORMS OF MUSICAL EXPRESSION o“ 
The opening of the new UNESCO building in Paris is sched- \s 
uled for next October. Two musical events are planned for the r 
same time: a five-week music festival, and an international music er 


convention to be held from October 24 to 30. 


Paris will be transformed into the musical capital of the 
world. Eminent speakers will address the convention, and the most 65 
renowned orchestra conductors and soloists will appear at the Fes- ad 
tival. The Conseil International de la Musique plans to present a . 
panorama of contemporary music and to include a work by a modern 
composer in each concert, ast! 
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#4 NEW STUDENTS' CENTER FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS IN PARIS 


A center (centre d'accueil) for foreign students is to be 
erected in a few months! time at the Place Lucien Herr. An allo- 
cation of 350 million francs is to be made out of the education 
budget for the building of these university quarters, which will be 
put to many uses. The center is to have a restaurant for students; 
It will also have a center for the study of French by accelerated 
methods, equipped with the most modern audio-visual equipment, 
and a school for interpreters. 


## THE BUDGET FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION 


During the January 20 session of the Education Committee of 
the National Assembly, Mr. Billéres, Minister of National Education, 
gave a report on his department's budget for 1958. He reminded his 
listeners that the total budget was 483 billion francs with an addition- 
al 65 million for the reorganization of certain posts. This figure re- 
presents an increase of 16] million francs over the budget for 1955 
and 10.16% of the total state budget for 1958. The Ministry of Nation- 
al Education announced that 21 billions of the budget will be used for 
equipment in higher education, especially in the sciences. It added 
that there will be fifteen new lycées established and 53, 000 national 
scholarships. 


## COSTS OF EDUCATIONAL REFORM 


Monsieur Lauré, Secretary-General of the Fédération de 
l'Education Nationale, read a paper at Alfortville on March 22 and 23 
to a national congress on the reform of education dealing with the 
financial aspects of that reform. The planning committee deems it 
necessary to spend three times as much on education between 1958 
and 1961 as was done during the five preceding years. The total al- 
locations would therefore amount to 1, 500,000 million francs. The 
two most costly projects in the reform concern the development of 
secondary schools and the raising of the school-leaving age to sixteen. 


### IN SEARCH OF A NEW METHOD OF TEACHING IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS - AN EXPERIMENT: THE "CLASSES DE NEIGE" 


Following an experiment known as the Vanves project in a 
special program of part time classes, the "classes de neige" have 
been increasingly successful during the past five years. This year 
156 classes of about fifty students each left the elementary schools 
of the main cities, mostly from the region of Paris, for one month's 
stay in the mountains. The children were accompanied by their teach- 
er and a medical assistant. During the entire stay half a day was de- 
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voted to study and half to sports: classes in the morning and ski- 
ing in the afternoon. 


In 1953 the first "classes de neige'' were organized by the 
Direction Générale de la Jeunesse et des Sports. Since then the 
number of classes and funds made available for this work have been 
increased by the Ministry. In 1954 a budget of one million francs 
allowed fourteen classes to undertake a program of this type. This 
year, in 1958, a budget of thirty million francs allowed 5,000 stu- 
dents, mostly from Paris, to leave the stifling atmosphere of a 
large city and go to Savoy, Isére, and the Alps. Concerning the 
students' health, there is no doubt about the beneficial effects of 


this stay in the mountains; but it is too early to draw any conclusions 
It is certain, however, that thisis a 


regarding the educational results. 
step towards a less rigid form of teaching aimed at developing the 
personality of the student. 


"Classes de Neige" 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN EDUCATION 


## AT THE INSTITUTE OF APPLIED HUMAN SCIENCES OF BORDEAUX 


The Institute of Applied Human Sciences of Bordeaux (L'Insti- 
tut des Sciences Humaines Appliquées de Bordeaux), as part of its 
investigation into the problems of being a foreman in industry has or- 
ganized a series of introductory courses in psycho-social techniques. 


d##t STUDIES AND RESEARCH IN DIPLOMACY: The Institut Inter- 
national d'Etudes et de Recherches Diplomatiques is again offering 
courses at 34, rue de Varenne; the School, which prepares for ca- 
reers in international affairs, has added to its program lectures and 
courses pertaining to questions of nuclear energy from a technical, 
political, judicial, economic and social point of view. 


## THE CREATION OF NEW CERTIFICATES OF ADVANCED STUDY 
(Certificats d'Etudes Supérieures) 


Universitv of Aix-Marseille: Mathematical methods of statistics. 
Terrestrial and Limnological Ecology 
_Neurophysiclogy 


University of Caen: Electronics 
Particle Ph: 3ics 


University of Montpellier: Electronics 


University of Poitiers: Applied Electronics and Control Systems 
Applied Molecular Physics 


## INSTRUCTION IN DEMOGRAPHY: An Institut d'Enseignement 
Démographique has been created in Paris. The teaching staff will 

be composed of members of the Institut National de la Statistique et 

des Etudes Economiques and the Institut National d'Etudes Démographi- 
ques as well as professors of the University of Paris. 


#4 AT THE NUCLEAR RESEARCH CENTER IN SACLAY: After the 
first atomic reactors ZOE and E.L. 2, the installation of a third a- 
tomic reactor moderated by heavy water has been announced. Its high 
flux of neutrons makes it particularly suitable for all kinds of research 
in the fields of physics, chemistry, biology and - Serer Its ther- 
mal output will be 15 megawatts. 


## FIRST LECTURESHIP IN MODERN HEBREW IN FRANCE: The 
first lectureship in modern Hebrew in France has been established in 
the Faculty of Letters of the University of Strasbourg, which already 
has a Chair of Ancient and Modern Jewish Literature. 
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Mobile Library in Tours: The City 
Council of Tours placed a mobile 
library comprising 18, 000 volumes 
in circulation for use by students 
and teachers in the region. The 
official presentation of the mobile 
library took place as part of the | 
cil of French Libraries (Direction ' scam 
des Bibliothéques de France), This i 
idea will no doubt spread to many 
other cities in France. \\\\ \ 
\ 


## CHANGES IN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF > 
LICENCE ES LETTRES 


The following certificates will hereafter be required for the 
licence degree (in history and geography) required for teachers in 


secondary schools: \ 

For a specialization in geography: General geography, <* 
Regional geography, Ancient and Medieval History, et 

Modern and Contemporary History. ot 

The degree of licence és lettres (in a foreign language) re- Ss) 

quired for teachers in secondary schools will be awarded after the 4 
following certificates are earned: ; 
Literature (of the language in question), Philology, Practical . * 


Language Study; One other certiticate from among those 
that have been previously offered in this category, in- 
cluding Celtic Grammar and Philology. 
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## THE "YOUNG SCIENTISTS" MOVEMENT (Mouvement Jeunes 
Sciences) 

A popular educational movement known as the Mouvement 
Jeunes Sciences was started in 1956 under the honorary presidency 
of Prince Louis de Broglie; its aim is to develop a liking for sci- 
ence among children in secondary schools. Monsieur Thirion, the 
author of this movement, has given some details about it in the 
Revue de l'Education Nationale of January 2nd, 1958. ''Club- 
Laboratories" (clubs-laboratoires) are to be set up in various towns 
in France for the use of secondary school pupils who wish to do some 
independent research work. The first laboratory of this kind has 
just been set up in Angers. Its staff is composed of secondary school 
teachers and engineers who have offered to help to guide research on 
new subjects connected with progress in industry. — 


#4 REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF COMPETITIVE ENTRANCE 
EXAMINATIONS FOR THE GRANDES ECOLES” 


A special committee has been set up under the Ministry of 
Education to examine ways and means of reducing the number of com- 
petitive examinations for admission to the Grandes Ecoles. The Com- 
mittee, which is under the Chairmanship of Monsieur Le Gall, Inspec- 
tor-General of Education, is composed of representatives of various 
ministries and of the "Grandes Ecoles" concerned. It is considering 
a plan to regroup these examinations into three categories. In the 
first category the stress would be on mathematics, in the second on 
mechanics, and the third would be intended for candidates speciali- 
zing in electromechanics. Each of these three categories is being 
studied by a separate sub-committee. 


### THE LACK OF PROFESSORS IN PRIMARY EDUCATION 


Monsieur Beslais, Director of Primary Education, has stated 
at a press conference that provision would be made for 10,000 addi- 
tional primary school teachers in the 1958 budget. This has been 
rendered necessary by the expected increase of 140,000 in the number 
of pupils in the classes de sixiéme of the cours complémentaires at 
the beginning of the new school year in October, 1958. For the first 
time this increase will equal those of the classes de sixiéme of the 
Lycées and Colléges. Provision is also being made for the creation 
of new teacher-training schools to provide the necessary teaching 
staff. 


ENQUIRY INTO THE TEACHING OF HISTORY 


The General Directorate for Secondary Education and the 
General Inspectorate for the Teaching of History have proposed that 
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secondary school teachers shaiuld consider and study the question of 
the teaching of history. Their questionnaire will be available to all 
foreign teachers who apply for a copy to the Direction Générale du 

Second Degré, Ministére de 1'Education Nationale, 110 rue de aed 
Grenelle, Paris 7e. 


#it# A LICENCE DEGREE IN SOCIOLOGY Xi 

The Ministry of National Education announces the forthcoming a» 
creation of a licence degree in soliology. Until the present time, two aa 
licence certificates were offered in sociology as part of the licence in ¥” 
philosophy. Courses for this degree will be offered in the Facultés 7 
des Lettres with the Facultés de Droit and des Sciences Economiques. A 
## NEW REGULATIONS CONCERNING ADMISSION TO THE r 
ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE 

By a decree of February 7, 

1958, modifications were rm 
made in the competitive en- i cS 
trance examination for the 4 
Ecole Polytechnique. The 
shortage of engineers and we 


scientists made it neces- 
sary to prevent the prepara- 
tion for this examination 
from immobilizing for seve- 
ral years the best French 
students. These measures 
are also designed to elimi- 
nate the harmful effects of 


"cramming". Thus, in the 
future, a student will not be \ 
allowed to remain for more se 
than two years in "La Taupe", “8 
the class which prepares for this examination. He will have to take “3 
the examination at the end of his first year of preparation, and will of 
not be able to take the examination more than twice. In addition, 4 
certain modifications have been made in the program of studies of a 
the school. These tend to develop both individual and team work and of 
attempt to eliminate the student's preoccupation with his rank in the % 


class, Certain important revisions of the program of studies have 
been approved by the directors of the school, and will be put into 
effect. 
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## PROBLEM OF RECRUITING AND TRAINING SCIENTIFIC 
TEACHING STAFF 


At a press conference held in March of this year, Monsieur 
Pérés, Dean of the Faculty of Sciences in Paris, submitted to Mon- 
sieur Billéres , Minister of Education, the general report of a 
committee set up in November 1957, to study ways and means of 
recruiting and training scientific teachers with the least possible 
delay in order to remedy the shortage of scientific staff in all 
branches of education. The committee suggested, first of all, 
that the course for the degree of licencié es sciences should be 
_reduced to two years after the année propédeutique. With regard 
to the examinations for the agrégation, the committee asks that 
the conditions for the admission of candidates should be made more 
flexible and that the examination itself should serve more than one 
purpose and direct candidates towards teaching as well as towards 
the Centre Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique. There is oppo- 
sition to only one of the committee's suggestions, namely that young 
people holding the certificat de propédeutique scientifique should be 
taken on immediately as teachers for the first cycle of secondary 
education. Secondary school teachers would agree to sucha step 


only if it were adopted as a provisional measure and if the teaching 
staff of higher education accept the principle of a two-year course 
for the degree of licencié. However, no decision has as yet been 
taken as Monsieur Billéres has asked that the work of investiga- 
tion should be further pursued. 


GEORGES ROUAULT 


A great artist dies: Georges Rouault. Since he was a 
former student of the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des 
Beaux-Arts, the eulogy was delivered in the name of the 
government and all France by M. Billéres, Minister of 
National Education, 


"Pierrotin" by Rouault 
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In Memoriam 


HENRI BEDARIDA 


Henri Bedarida, Director of Italian Studies at the Sorbonne. The 
leading figure in Italian studies in France, he began his career as 
a professor in Florence and Bologna. After his initial posts in 
France in Grenoble and Lyons, he was named successor to Mr. Henri 
Hauvette, and was professor of Italian literature for twenty years. 
Besides his scholarly endeavors, he was keenly interested in his 
country and its religious questions, andwas President of the Centre 
Catholique des Intellectuels Francais. He was perhaps best loved 
for the kindness and attention he gave his students and friends, 


GEORGES HUISMAN 


Georges Huisman, a paleographer and holder of the degree of Agrégé 
de l'Université, his career is known to all. He held many important 
government posts, among them Directeur Général des Beaux-Arts in 
1934. It is principally tothe historian that we wish to pay homage 
here. Interested particularly in art history, he became known with 
the publication of his monumental Histoire Générale de ]'Art in 
four volumes. A graduate of the Ecole des Chartes, he devoted him- 
self to limited and detailed studies which contain a great wealth 
of information. Among them we may mention an important study on 


the French Revolution and a very scholarly life of Madame Roland, 


MAURICE PRADINES 


Maurice Pradines, a Member of the Académie des Sciences Morales et 

Politiques since 1949. After teaching as Professor of Philosophy 

at the Universities of Aix-en-Provence, Grenoble and Strasbourg, he 

was elected in 1938 to the Chair of General Psychology at the Unt- 
versity of Paris in succession to Henri Delacroix. He was the 

author of many works on the philosophy of action, sensation and re- 
ligion. He also wrote a valuable work on psychology: "Traité de 

Psychologie générale", published in the Logos collection. 


PAUL RIVET 


Paul Rivet, Doctor attached to the Geodetic Mission to the Equator 
from 1901 to 1906, then Assistant Director and later Director of 
the Anthropology Laboratory of the Museum of Natural History. He 
annexed the Museum of Ethnology to the latter, thus creating the 
"Musée de 1'Homme", of which he was the first director. A distin 
guished ethnographer, Paul Rivet specialized in American Indian 
linguistics and published many scientific works: among them are a 
complete bibliography for the kicua and aynara languages, a work 
devoted to the Mayan cities, and a study on the origins of the 
American Indian. He was also Secretary General of the Institute of 
Ethnology of the University of Paris. 
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FRANCO-AMERICAN CULTURAL EXCHANGES 


AMERICAN PROFESSORS IN FRANCE 


- Professor Robert Oppenheimer has been invited to be an 
exchange professor at the Faculté des Sciences of Paris. He will 
give six lectures at the Sorbonne, beginning April 23: "Properties 
and Interaction of Elementary Particles", Professor Oppenheimer 
will also participate in the seminar on theoretical physics at the 
Ecole Normale Supérieure. 


- Professor Paul Lazarsfeld of Columbia University was re- 
ceived by the Dean of the Faculté des Lettres of Paris and by Mr. 
Chapsal of the Institut d'Etudes Politiques. Professor Lazarsfeld 
delivered a lecture on Psychological Studies of Electoral Behavior. 


- Professor Saulang of Columbia University gave a series 
of seven lectures beginning February 21 at the Collége de France 
on Diophant's Geometry. 


- Professor A. Zygmund of the University of Chicago de- 
livered a series of lectures beginning February 10 at the Collége 
de France on ''Remarks on the Modern Theory of Trigonometric 
Series." 


- Professor E.R. Lorch of Columbia University gave a 


series of lectures beginning February 7 at the Collége de France 
on "Integration in Generalized Spaces." 


FRANCO-AMERICAN CULTURE WEEK IN TOULOUSE 


As part of the Franco-American Culture Week organized 
in Toulouse at the beginning of 1958, Mr. O'Donnel, Consul Gene- 
ral of the United States and former professor of the De Paul Uni- 
versity in Chicago, gave a lecture at the Faculté des Lettres on 
"The American Tradition, "' 


FOREIGN STUDENTS IN FRANCE 


During the academic year 1956-1957, 16,877 foreign stu- 
dents studied in France. France thus ranks second to the United 
States which had the highest number of foreign students during 
that year, namely 36,494. 
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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE 


The Alliance Frangaise is organizing correspondence courses 
for foreigners. These courses, on the elementary and intermediate 
levels, will use as their texts five illustrated manuals published under 
the auspices of the Alliance Francaise. For more detailed informa- 
tion, write directly to the Ecole Pratique de l'Alliance Frangaise, 

- 101 Boulevard Raspail, Paris 6e. 


EDUCATIONAL RECORDS: The directors of the "Encyclopedia of 
Sound" (L'Encyclopédie Sonore) have just issued a series of records 
under the direction of Mr. G. Hacquard to be used with the book on 
spoken French by G. Mauger and G. Gougenheim entitled "Le Frangais 
Elémentaire". Each of the two books (published by Hachette) is ac- 
companied by three records. In addition, another series of records 

is in preparation to accompany the course by Mr. Mauger entitled 
"Langue et Civilisation Frangaises'', The first two records which 
correspond to Volume I of the text have already appeared. 


A NEW METHOD FOR THE TEACHING OF FRENCH 


A new method of teaching French to foreigners has been pub- 
lished by Didier (4 and 6, rue de la Sorbonne, Paris 5e). This meth- 
od, devised by Yves Brunsvick and Paul Ginestier uses data gathered 
by the Commission on Elementary French. It has been used success- 
fully in the courses given to beginning students in the Cours de Civili- 
sation Francaise at the Sorbonne in 1956. The book is accompanied 
by a supplementary brochure to be used by the teacher. 


CREATION OF THE INSTITUTE FOR AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES - 

at Aix-en-Provence 
This recently created Institute is a non-profit, private edu- 

cational organization affiliated with the University of Aix-Marseille. 
The purpose oi the Institute is to make available to a greater number 
of American students the advantages of study abroad. Specifically, 
the Institute will provide a center for direct and intensive study of 
European culture and civilization which has been the dominant force 
in the creatior of the modern Americas. In general the Institute will 
train students tu adupt to living in other civilizations. The instruc- 
tion will be give: in English and along the lines of the standard Ameri- 
can curriculum. The students of the IAU are also registered as stu- 
dents of the University of Aix-Marseille in its Institute of French 
studies for Foreign Students. As such they have access to all the 
other University facilities. Application can be made by sophomores, 

- both men and women, in regular standing from any accredited or 
state approved cullege or university. Detailed booklets can be obtain- 

ed at the Frerch Cultural Services, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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CREATION OF A SUMMER INSTITUTE ON FRENCH CIVILIZATION 


The chairman of the Department of European Languages and ne 
Literature in Brandeis University announces the creation of a summer a iil 
Institute on French Civilization. The dates of the Institute will be de 1 
June 23 through August 1. Three courses will be taught during the cer 
session: NG 

Social and Political History of Modern France ‘ 

by Professor Stanley Hoffman of Harvard University a 

The Role of France in International Relations .* 

by Professor Jean Duroselle of the Sorbonne (Paris) so" 

Ideology and Feeling in Contemporary French Literature x 

by Professor Claude A.S. Vigee, Chairman, Department 

of European Languages and Literature at Brandeis gt 

University. 
In addition to the regular courses there will be a series of collo- 
quies on the following topics: The Economic Future of France, y 
Prospects for Political Stability in France, French Philosophy my 
of Today, and French Colonial Policy in North Africa. Among the cS 
guest lecturers will be Professors Rupert Emerson and H. Stuart < 
Hughes of Harvard University, and John E. Sawyer of Yale Univer- oo 
sity. a 


A few fellowships provided by Brandeis University with the 
help of the French Government will be available. 


Courses will be addressed primarily to graduate and post- 
doctorate students; however, qualified, advanced undergraduates 
may be accepted. 


TEACHING FRENCH LANGUAGE: a curriculum demonstration: 


The annual conference of the UNITED PARENTS ASSOCI- 
ATIONS was held on March 29th in New York on the following 
subject: for progress in education. Classroom utili- 
zation of audio-visual resources was an integral part of each 
curriculum demonstration given in connection with panel discus- 
sions. Miss Cadoux, chairman of Foreign Languages at Bushwick 
High School in Brooklyn, New York, gave a very good demonstra- 
tion of a French class using filmstrip and tape recorder, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
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We are happy to reply to a letter from Dr. Margaret 
Woelfel, Head of the Foreign Languages Department at 
Madison College, Harrisonburg, Virginia, who asks for more 
information on French University degrees. 
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THE FRENCH UNIVERSITY 


DEGREES 


We should point out first that the various Faculties of Letters, 
Law, Science, Medicine, and Pharmacy form part of seventeen 
Universities. These Universities are not the only higher educational 
establishments in France. The Grandes Ecoles (State higher profes- 
sional schools), certain establishments providing education in techni- 
cal subjects, agriculture and the arts, Grands Etablissements for 
literature and science, and certain denominational educational institu- 
tions also provide an education at the University level and confer high- 
er education diplomas. However, the Universities are the only institu- 
tions conferring the State degrees: the Baccalauréat, Licence, Diplome 
d'études supérieures and the Doctorat d'Etat. 


In addition to State degrees, the Universities also award a 
number of University diplomas, but these do not confer the rights or 
prerogatives which do the State degrees. These University diplomas 
are many and varied, depending on the special courses offered by the 
Universities. Some of them are common to all Universities, e.g. the 
Doctorat d'Université in Letters, Law, Science, Medicine and Phar- 
macy. Some are reserved for foreign students, e.g. the Certificat 
d'études francaises, conferred by several Faculties, or the title of 
Maftre es sciences medicales. 


Faculty studies may be divided into three cycles: 


STUDIES OF THE FIRST CYCLE 


LAW Two years of general study on the completion of which the stu- 
dent can sit for the BACCALAUREAT EN DROIT (Baccalaureate in 
Law, not to be confused with the secondary education Baccalauréat). 


A Certificat de capacité en droit is also awarded after two 
years of study and two annual examinations; no entrance diploma is 
required in order to register for this two-year course, but registra- 
tion does not subsequently entitle the student to register for the course 
for the Licence degree. 


[LETTERS] One compulsory’ ‘année propédeutique’- a year of general 
studies, after which the student may take the CERTIFICAT D'ETUDES 
LITTERAIRES GENERALES (classical or modern). After four fail- 
ures the candidate forfeits his right to sit again for the examination 
for this certificate. 
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| MEDICINE | A compulsory year of preparatory training in a Science 
Faculty, on completion of which the student must obtain the CERTI- 
FICAT D'ETUDES PHYSIQUES, CHIMIQUES, BIOLOGIQUES (P. C. B.). 
The certificate may in certain cases be replaced by the S. P. C.N. 
(See Science cycle below). 


[SCIENCE ] One compulsory "propédeutique" year. The student has a 
choice of one of three sections, and on completion of his year of study, 
is awarded one of the following three study certificates: MATHEMATI - 
QUES GENERALES (M.G.), MATHEMATIQUES, PHYSIQUE, CHIMIE> 
(M. P.C,), SCIENCES, PHYSIQUE, CHIMIE ET HISTOIRE NATURELLE 
(S. P. C. N. ). 


| PHARMACY] One year of preparatory training, on completion of which 
the student takes an examination. 


STUDIES OF THE SECOND CYCLE 


[LAW] The LICENCE is conferred after four years of study. 
An examination is taken at the end of each year. From the third 
year, students have a choice between three branches: Private and 
Public Law, Political Science and Political Economy. In addition 
to theory, there is compulsory practical training. 


The DIPLOME DE SCIENCES ADMINISTRATIVES is ob- 
tainable after three years of study (The Baccalauréat en droit plus 
an examination after a third year). 


| LETTERS} The LICENCE ES LETTRES is conferred after the can- 
didate has obtained the certificate obtainable after the année propé- 
deutique in the first cycle and four other certificats d'études supé- 
rieures (higher studies certificates), The latter are numerous and 
are awarded for various specialized studies (somevary according to 

i the Faculty) e.g. the Certificat d'études supérieures de psychologie, 

i the C, E.S. de littérature anglaise, the C.E.S, de civilisation chi- 

noise, etc. There are two kinds of Licence es lettres: 


1. The Licence d'enseignement (Licence for educational 
purposes) which must be obtained by candidates who in- 
tend to teach in public secondary schools (Agrégation com- 
petitive examination); such candidates must make the re- 
quisite choice of certificats d'études supérieures. 


There are five categories of Licence es lettres d'en- 
seignement, namely: Philosophy, letters, history and geo- 
graphy (either of the two may be chosen), living foreign 
languages, and modern letters and literature. 
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2. The licence libre (free "licence") for which the candidate 
may choose the certificates he pleases, provided that they 
are compatible. 


The preparation for two certificates simultaneously is 
authorized in the case of both licences. There is no age 
limit, except that to be enrolled in the teaching corps, the 
age limit is thirty (at present thirty-five as an exceptional 
measure). 


[MEDICINE | Medical studies go on for six years after the certificat 
d'études (P.C. B. After those six years, candidates take the exa- 
minations for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, after upholding a 
thesis. The six years before the thesis are considered to be 
studies of the second cycle, but no degree is conferred on the stu- 
dent as a result of the examinations taken by him during those years, 
though they are required for his defense of his thesis. These exa- 
minations are as follows: 


an examination at the end of each of the first five years; 
three’ clinical examinations taken as from March lst of the 
year when the student completes his sixth year (his year as 
an intern in a hospital); 

the student's training is theoretical, technical and clinical. 


| SCIENCE | The LICENCE ES SCIENCES is conferred on the stu- 
dent who has obtained his first cycle certificate and three other 
certificats d'études supérieures. As in the case of the Faculty of 
Letters, these are very numerous and are conferred for special 
studies(some vary according to the Faculties.) There are, for in- 
stance, certificats d'études for the mechanism of fluids, botany, 
radio-electricity, etc. 


As in the case of the Licence es lettres, there are two 
kinds of Licence es sciences: 


1. The Licence d'enseignement (See Sciences es lettres). 
The Licence d‘'enseignement is conferred in three subjects, 
namely, mathematics, physical sciences and natural science. 


2. The Licence libre (see Licence es lettres). 


| PHARMACY| The DIPLOME DE PHARMACIEN (Pharmacist's di- 
ploma) is obtainable after four years of study, following on the 
preparatory year of the first cycle. The examinations are of two 
kinds: examinations set at the end of each of the first three years 
of study and final examinations, three innumber, which the stu- 

dent takes on completion of the whole course. 
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ed by persons holding the Licence en droit or its equivalent. 


and is then qualified to submit a thesis for the degree of Doctor. 


STUDIES OF THE THIRD CYCLE 


The DIPLOME D'ETUDES SUPERIEURES can be obtain- 


The Law Faculties confer the diplome d'études supérieures 


in the following: Roman law and history of law; private law; public 
law; political economy; economic sciences; and political science. 


The candidate takes both a written and an oral examination 


For the DOCTORATS EN DROIT ES SCIENCES ECONO- 
MIQUES and the DOCTORAT EN DROIT ES SCIENCES POLITI- 
QUES: 

Candidates may submit a thesis for these degrees if they 
have obtained two diplomes d'études supérieures as follows: 


the 
the D. E.S, for political economy and economic sciences in 


the case of candidates for the Doctorat en droit es sciences 
économiques; 

the D. E,S. for public law and political sciences in the case 
of candidates for the Doctorat en droit es sciences politiques. 


The theses are printed and must be upheld in public session. 


[LETTRES] The DIPLOME D'ETUDES SUPERIEURES may be 


taken only by candidates holding the degree of Licence es lettres. 
The Faculty of Letters confers the diplome d'études supérieures 

in the following: philosophy; classical languages; geography; 
history; modern languages and literature (English, German, Italian, 
etc. according to the subjects taught by the various Faculties of 
Letters); and modern letters. 


Certain Faculties of Letters also confer a diplome d'études 
supérieures in Art and Archeology. 


Examinations for these diplomas vary according to the sub- 
ject. However, in all cases the candidates have to write a disserta- 
tion on a subject of their choice approved by the Faculty. The dura- 
tion of the course is one or two years. 


. The DOCTORAT ES LETTRES. Candidates for a State 
Doctor's degree must hold the degree of Licencié es lettres and 
defend two theses on subjects of due importance which have been 
approved by the Dean of Faculty after receiving the preliminary 
approval of the Professor supervising the student's work. The theses 
are printed and upheld in public. The subjects are registered for ten 
years. 
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| MEDICINE | The degree of DOCTOR OF MEDICINE is conferred on 

; candidates who have passed all their examinations over a seven- 
year course (first and second cycle), and then successfully defend 
a thesis. No one may practice as a physician in France without a 
French diploma of Doctor of Medicine. 


CERTIFICAT D'ETUDES SPECIALES. Some Medical 
Faculties also award a number of certificats d'études spéciales 
which vary according to the Faculty. Candidates must have at- 
tended courses for six years. 


| SCIENCE | DIPLOME D'ETUDES SUPERIEURES, For this di- 
ploma there are no age restrictions and candidates are not required 


to hold any University degree. The Faculties of Science award ,» 
diplomes d'études supérieures in mathematics, Physical sciences qt 
and Natural sciences. The candidate must write a study on an ap- »” | 


proved subject and undergo an oral examination. 


The scientific title of INGENIEUR DOCTEUR was establish- 
ed in 1948 to promote research in applied science. The examination ws 
for the diploma of Ingenieur Docteur may be taken by candidates 
holding the degree of Engineer (either the State degree or a degree Pe 
recognized by the State). They must also have passed the Baccalau- 


réat and hold two certificats d'études supérieures in science and one c 
certificate of the first cycle. +3 
The diploma is conferred after the candidate has done two “} 
years of study and research at a scientific laboratory and has suc- eh 
cessfully defended two theses. “— 
DOCTORAT ES SCIENCES. Legally there is only one doc- ay 
torat es sciences but the candidates may choose between a doctorate SY 
in either mathematical sciences, physical sciences or natural sci- ~ 
ence. They must hold the Licence es Sciences, which is conferred “\ 
upon them after they have obtained the first compulsory certificate o, 
of the first cycle and three other certificates selected by them from y d 
six groups of certificates offered to candidates. No title can be con- wey 
ferred which would be equivalent to the Licence es Sciences for the oy 
purpose of taking a Doctorat es Sciences. Or 
The examination consists of either two theses of adequate ws M 
importance or of one thesis plus a discussion on subjects selected wl 
by the Faculty. 
The DOCTORAT ES SPECIALITE was created in 1954 to oe 
enable students to acquire a thorough knowledge of a specialized sic 
subject. The candidates, who must be licenciés es sciences, o. 
must carry out two years' study. In order to register for the 8 
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second year, they must have obtained one of a number of certificats 
d'études supérieures listed in an order of the Ministry of Education. 


Candidates must subsequently take an oral examination and uphold a 
thesis. The special subjects are defined in each Faculty of Science 
by a Ministerial Order. 


| PHARMACY } DOCTORAT EN PHARMACIE D'ETAT (Doctorate in 


State Pharmacy). Candidates for this degree must hold the Diplome 
de pharmacien and the licence es sciences physiques or licence es 


sciences naturelles (other clearly specified certificates may be rec- 


ognized in lieu of the licence). 


COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS FOR THE C,A.P.E.S. AND THE 


AGREGA TION 


These two examinations are not held for a degree or diploma. 
Their purpose is to enable two successive selections to be made of 
graduates holding the degree of licencié who wish to become teachers. 
Only French nationals may take these examinations. 


iC, 4, P, E.S,j The C.A.P,E.S. of CERTIFICAT D'APTITUDE AU PROFES- 


SORAT DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT SECONDAIRE (secondary school 
teachers' certificate). By means of the examination for this certi- 
ficate, a first selection is made among the licenciés, who must have 
either the licence es lettres or es sciences de l'enseignement (see 
above), according to the part of the examination taken. 


| The AGREGATION | The number of candidates allowed to sit for the 


examination is determined by the number of teaching vacancies. The 
successful candidates must undertake to serve at least five years in 

a lycée. There are seven categories of AGREGATIONS LITTERAIRES, 
namely, philosophy, history (for men), geography, history and geo- 
graphy (for women), lettres, grammaire, modern languages (English, 
German, Spanish, Italian, Arabic or Russian). 


There are three categories of AGREGATIONS SCIENTIFIQUES, 
namely, mathematical sciences, physical sciences, and natural sci- 
ences, 

To sit for the examination, candidates must have the Licence 
es lettres or es sciences de l'enseignement, as well as the diplome 


d'études supérieures corresponding to the category selected by the 
candidate. 


Law, Medicine and Pharmacy Agregations have a special 
standard higher than that for the two preceding ones. Candidates 
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have to hold the State degree of Doctor to sit for the examination. 


Professors in Law and Pharmacy (they must be agrégés) are ap- 


pointed for ten years, those teaching Medicine for nine years. — ) 
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We give below a table prepared by the Bureau de statis- or 
tique et de documentation scolaires et professionnelles, which o AN 
shows the minimum duration of the various Faculty studies. wos 
YEARS OF STUDY qt 
FACULTIES it 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ete. 
oxaminat ion examination: 
LAW examination] baccalauréa} examination| D.E.S.- per. 
1st rd 4th th 
MEDICINE 5 Training 
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DOCTORAT 
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S.P.C.N. DOCTORAT 
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TWO OUTSTANDING ISSUES 


|'""LA METAMORPHOSE DES DIEUX"| by ANDRE MALRAUX 
N.R,F. (Galerie de la Pléiade - 1957) 


Faithful to the tradition of the 'Noyers de l'Altenburg" 
(1943), and of the myth of the "Musée imaginaire" (1947) 
which he has given to our generation, André Malraux in his 
latest publication is still engrossed in the search for symbols 


which bridge the gaps between these incommunicable worlds 
called civilizations. In the words of the author: "ce livre n'a 
pour objet ni une histoire de l'art... ni une esthétique : mais 
bien la signification que prend la présence d'une éternelle ré- 
ponse 4 l'interrogation que pose 4 l'homme sa part d'éternité 
lorsqu'elle surgit dans la premiétre civilisation consciente 
d'ignorer la signification de l'homme". The basis of Malraux's 
conception of art does not appear to have changed; in this'pré- 
sence" which is perpetually recreated in works of art, he 
seeks a solution to the absurdity of fate and the problem of 
death. The "Musée imaginaire" was a "work" of enumeration 
of the outward manifestations produced by various forms, the 


*"Métamorphose des Dieux" can be classified in the "essays "' 
category. 
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"L'aART ET L'HOMME "| published under the direction of RENE HUYGHE, 
Larousse, 1957. 


René Huyghe, Professor at the Collége de France, renowned 
critic and art historian, was the director and himself wrote a major 
portion of the three volume history of art recently published by La- 
rousse, entitle "L'Art et l1'Homme". In choosing this title, René 
Huyghe wanted to emphasize the aspect of this work which distinguishes 
‘it from the numerous histories of art which have already been publish- 
ed. As he says in the preface, "The history of art is the history of 
mankind. One must show not only that these two are inseparable, but 
inversely, that art and man each has its own distinct but parralel ex- 
istence", The keynote of the work is a total view: all elements are 
taken into consideration - forms, historical data, aesthetic principles. 
Each period in the history of art is treated from three points of view: 
general characteristics of the period, historical and aesthetic perspec- 
tive, and background material for the most important and most repre- 
sentative works of the time. Many other scholars have contributed to 
the preparation of this outstanding and beautifully illustrated work. 


NEW BOOKS ON EDUCATION 


MAURICE RAT - "Dictionnaire des locutions francaises", P. Larousse, 
1957. 

This book of a scientific nature is a very valuable reference work. 

Maurice Rat gives a very broad definition of the word "locution" and 

certain phrases which are not yet accepted by the Académie Fran- 

gaise can be found in this book. An index at the end facilitates lo- 

cating any given expression. 


MARIE-JEANNE DURRY - "Guillaume Apollinaire; Alcools", PS 
E.D.S., 1956. 

We are happy to mention this work here as it is a collection of the 

} lectures delivered by Madame Marie-Jeanne Durry for her course 

é on Apollonaire at the Sorbonne. The first six chapters are devoted 

i to a biography of the poet, and the second part is an excellent study 


of the religious idea of Guillaume Apollinaire based on several of 
the poems of "Alcools"., An excellent reference work for both pro- 
fessors and students. 


4 
: 
te 
3 
2 
: 
ier wey 
a 
ae 
pit 
a 


ROGER VERDIER - "La Caractérologie dans 1'Enseignement Secondaire" 
Presses Universitaires de France, 1957. 

Prefaced by M. Edouard Morot-Sir this work is a plea for individu- 

alized education. M. Verdier sees characterology as a means of 

unifying and utilizing the judgments made by teachers of their stu- 

dents. Characterological questionnaires and a guide for direct class- 

room observation are given at the end of the book. 


MARCEL REINHARD - "L'Enseignement de l'Histoire et ses Problémes" 
Presses Universitaires de France, 1957. 

How to teach history without betraying it and without neglecting one's 

role as an historian is the problem posed by Mr. Reinhard, profes- 

sor at the Sorbonne. This book is not concerned with the meaning of 

the methods of history, but with the daily difficulties which a profes- 

sor of history must face. 


VITA LATINA - A new periodical devoted to the teaching of Latin, its 
pronunciation and practical use, has been created by the members of 
the Congrés International du Latin Vivant, which was held in Avignon 
in September 1956. Published by Aubanel, Avignon, Vaucluse. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE FRENCH CULTURAL SERVICES 


"SUMMER SCHOOLS IN FRANCE - 1958 " which gives all infor- 
mation concerning the summer courses organized in France for 
foreign students. Distributed by the French Cultural Services and 
sent free upon request. 


"FRENCH NEWS, No. 2, Spring 1958" - a selection of the publi- 
cations available for reference at the library, news of artistic ex- 
hibitions in France, a list of festivals planned for 1958, and infor- 
mation on French cultural events in the United States: exhibitions, 
theatre, lectures, etc. Available upon request. 


FRENCH BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DIGEST: PHARMACY No. II. 
Volume 2 of the Digest on Pharmacy has recently been published 
by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy. The publica- 
tion was under the direction of Monsieur René Fabre, Dean of the 
Pharmacy School of the University of Paris. Available upon re- 
quest at 972 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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LENDING LIBRARY OF AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIAL. A new 
catalogue of audio-visual material for use by teachers has been 
prepared by the Society for French American Cultural Services 
and Educational Aid. This catalogue is available upon request 
at 972 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


NEW EDUCATIONAL FILMS, NEW METHODS - This was the 
theme chosen by the Cercle d'Etudes du Cinéma et des Moyens 
Audiovisuels of the Institut Pédagogique National for its fifth 
session which was held in January and presided over by Mr. L. 
Cros. M. Lefranc, Head of the Audiovisual Department of the 
National Institute of Pedagogy gave a noteworthy talk on the use 
of audiovisual aids in teaching. He announced that a collection 
of films of current interest was in preparation, and that a parti- 
cular effort would be made in the fields of mathematics, physi- 
ology, modern languages, and vocabulary study. Several films 
were shown afterwards, among them, ''The Brass Instruments 
with the Golden Voice" (Les Cuivres 4 la Voix d'Or), produced by 
Mr. Baron, professor of musical education, 'The Character 
Sketches of La Bruyére" (Les Caractéres de La Bruyére) pre. 
sented by Mr. Georgin, Chief of the Central Film Library, and 
"Fascism in Italy'"' produced by Mr. Bruey, professor emeritus 
of the Lycée Condorcet. Mr. Lefranc pointed out that these films 
were chosen at random from a very large group of new produc- 
tions. 
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